SDG Global Summer School

Contemporary China and Sustainable Development: From Heritage to Horizon

I. Program Theme

Contemporary China and Sustainable Development: From Heritage to Horizon

II. Program Duration

July 12-July 25, 2026

II1. Host Institutions

- Institute of China Studies, Zhejiang University (ICS)

- Zhejiang University International Business School (ZIBS)

IV. Program Overview

This intensive summer school provides a comprehensive and interdisciplinary exploration of China's role in

global sustainable development. The program uniquely bridges China's profound cultural heritage with its

contemporary innovations in sustainability. Through a blend of expert lectures, hands-on field visits, cultural

workshops, and student-led forums, participants will gain deep insights into the theoretical frameworks, policy

implementations, and grassroots practices shaping China's sustainable future. Moreover, participants will

experience an immersive enhancement of their Chinese language skills through structured sessions tailored to

different proficiency levels, including foundational Mandarin and practical Business Chinese. The curriculum

is designed to foster critical dialogue on how traditional Chinese wisdom and modern strategies contribute to

addressing global challenges such as ecological conservation, social equity, cultural preservation, and green

governance.

V. Learning Objectives

Upon completion of this program, participants will be able to:

1. Articulate the historical and cultural foundations of sustainability concepts in China.

2. Analyze key Chinese policies and models driving sustainable development in urban, rural, and industrial
contexts.

3. Explore and assess case studies of sustainable practices across Chinese business, community, and cultural
contexts.

4. Engage in informed discussions on China's contributions and approaches to global sustainable
governance.

5. Develop cross-cultural perspectives through interaction with a diverse cohort of peers and scholars.



6. Participate in tailored Chinese language sessions designed to accommodate varying proficiency levels,
including foundational Mandarin for daily communication and practical Business Chinese.

VI. Target Participants

1. Undergraduate and postgraduate students from global universities.

2. Young professionals with an interest in China, sustainability, and cross-cultural studies.

3. Under age of 28.

VII.  Program Duration

July 12 — July 25, 2026

VIII. Faculty

BEN Shenglin: Dean and Professor of Zhejiang University International Business School, Dean of Academy

of Internet Finance (AIF), Zhejiang University and President of Beijing Frontier Institute of Regulation and

Supervision Technology (FIRST). He serves as a Counselor to Zhejiang Provincial Government, a Standing

Committee member of CPPCC Zhejiang and Vice Chairman of its Economic Commission. His research

focuses on International Finance, FinTech, Digital Economy and Global Business.

BEN Shenglin

CHEN Zongshi: Chen Zongshi, professor in the Department of Sociology at Zhejiang University, serves as

the Director of the Institute of Sociology. His research focuses on the relationship between government and

the market, the development of private enterprises, corporate social responsibility, corporate philanthropy,

environmental protection, and innovation.

CHENZONGSHI-Zhejiang University Personal homepage

GONG Binlei: Qiushi Chair Professor in School of Public Affairs at Zhejiang University. He serves as the
Executive Vice Dean in China Academy for Rural Development (CARD) and President of Agricultural &
Applied Economics Association (AAEA) China Section. His research focuses on Productivity and Economic
Growth, Development Economics, Agricultural Economics, Energy & Environmental Economics.

Binlei Gong-Zhejiang University Personal homepage

Sarah EATON: Professor of Transregional China Studies at Humboldt University Berlin and co-founder of
the Berlin Contemporary China Network (BCCN). Her research focuses on the study of contemporary Chinese
politics and political economy from comparative and transregional perspectives.

Prof. Dr. Sarah Eaton — Institut fiir Asien- und Afrikawissenschaften

LI Xuping (Program Director): Professor at the School of Chinese Language and Literature, Zhejiang
University, and Deputy Director of the Center for Chinese Studies at Zhejiang University. He currently serves
as Secretary-General of the Zhejiang Provincial Linguistic Society and as a Provincial-Level Cultural
Specialist in Zhejiang. His research focuses on Chinese language and society, Linguistics landscape in urban
& rural China.

Linguistics--XuPing LI-Zhejiang University Personal homepage



https://zibs.zju.edu.cn/enzibs/2024/0626/c82466a2946184/page.htm
https://person.zju.edu.cn/en/zongshi
https://person.zju.edu.cn/en/gbl
https://www.iaaw.hu-berlin.de/de/ostasien/mitarbeiter-innen/personal/prof-dr-sarah-eaton
https://person.zju.edu.cn/en/xp

REN Zhijun: Dr. Zhijun Ren holds a Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Currently serving as
a Lecturer in the College of Education Science at The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
(Guangzhou), he specializes in early modern East Asian history (c. 16th—19th centuries). His research focuses
on cross-cultural communication dynamics across East Asian regions—including China, Korea, Vietnam and
the Ryukyu Kingdom—with a particular emphasis on exploring how non-official channels of information
shaped cultural, economic, and ideological exchanges, as well as the formation of regional identities and
power relations.

Faculty Profile | HKUST(GZ)

WANG Yiwei: Assistant Professor at the International Business School, Zhejiang University. His research
focuses on theoretical and empirical studies in operations management, covering cutting-edge areas such as
retail operations management, fintech platform operations, and the management applications of generative
artificial intelligence and agents.

- —2E-Zhejiang University Personal homepage

ZHAO Feng: Dean of the School of Art and Archaeology at Zhejiang University, Qiushi Distinguished
Professor, Honorary Director of the China National Silk Museum, Member of the National Cultural Relics
Identification Committee, Vice Chairman of the Chinese Museums Association, Executive Committee
Member of the International Council of Museums, and Chairman of the International Alliance for Silk Road
Studies. His esearch focuses on the history of Chinese textile technology and the art history of the Silk Road.

X =F-Zhejiang University Personal homepage

ZHENG Binghan: Professor at the School of Modern Languages and Cultures at Durham University and the
Director of Centre for Intercultural Mediation, and the Director of MA in Translation Studies. In 2020, he was
conferred the title of Honorary Fellowship of Chartered Institute of Linguists (CloL), the most prestigious
title admitted by CloL for world-leading linguists., his research focuses on translation and interpreting studies
(TIS), with particular emphasis on cognitive translation studies, translation process research and neuroscience
of translation.

Professor Binghan Zheng - Durham University

IX. Program Schedule (tentative)

Date Time Format Topic Instructor
July 09:00-17:00 &M B | BEHLAGEM Airport Pick-up
12 Registratio and registration
n Day
July 09:00-12:00 R X | PEBSREN TSR | BEK
13 Opening J& Sustainable Development | BEN Shenglin
Ceremony in China’s Digital



https://facultyprofiles.hkust-gz.edu.cn/faculty-personal-page/REN-ZHIJUN/zhijunren
https://person.zju.edu.cn/en/H122002
https://person.zju.edu.cn/en/0023135
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/binghan-zheng/
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Lecture WL The Language of
the Silk Road:
Contemporary
Transformation and
Sustainable Design Practices
of Textile Heritage along the
Silk Road
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14:00-17:00 o[ Sk B | LA BRCE [F) S s B R
WA Field | BEAT 1 EAE G UL ARG
Visit 5] Activity with Zhejiang
Western Returned Scholars
Association & Traditional
Chinese Culture Experience
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Immersion Activities
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*The Schedule is subject to change.




